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President’s Letter State Champions!

In lan McEwan’s new novel Satur-

day, there is an extended account of a

squash match between the protagonist,
Henry Perowne, and a colleague of his.
Describing a long point that begins their
third game, McEwan writes, “It's possible
in a long rally to become a virtually uncon-
scious being, inhabiting the narrowest slice
of the present, merely reacting, taking one
shot at a time, existing only to keep going.
Perowne is already at that state, digging

in deep, when he remembers he's sup- Men’s 55+

posed to have a game plan.” Ah, yes. Champion: Fran Donlan (University Club) Champion: Kate Lytle (University Club)

Finalist: Tom Quinn (Harvard Club) Finalist: Leslie Mann (Tennis & Racquet Club)
Been there, done that.

As | write, | am approaching the end
of my two years as president of the MSRA.
The two years have passed quickly, in ret-
rospect almost suddenly, and by the time
you read this | will have been succeeded
by Eric Godes. By all rights (and rites),
this should be Eric’s first letter but, having
assured him that the job is easy, | have
appropriated the space so | could thank
those who make it so. | won't single out

anyone because, unfortunately, there isn’t

Men'’s 70+ Men’s 4.5
enough space to name everyone, but | Champion: Lee Engler (Maugus Club) Finalist: Bob Frazier (Maugus Club)
Finalist: Frank DeFalco (Friends of WPI) Champion: Ethan Hugo (Boston Racquet Club)

have written before, and it bears repeat-
ing, how much work is done by the other
members of the MSRA Board and other
volunteers.

There are challenges ahead, of
course, including coordinating with the
USSRA in possibly running MSRA leagues
through its RailStation system, but the
MSRA is a strong and vital organization. It
survived my tenure, and I'm confident that
under Eric’s leadership and with the sup-
port of its membership we will continue to

develop and implement a game plan to fos-

ter the growth of squash in our region. Women's 40+ . Men's 35+
g q 9 Champion: Susan Rafuse (Concord-Acton) Champion: Jason Hicks (University Club)
—Carl Cummings Finalist: Julia Moore (Harvard Club) Finalist: Scott Poirier (University Club)

NSRS IS B (More state championship photos on pages 2 and 3)
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MSRA Members Place in
the USSRA Nationals

The USSRA National Championships took place
in Boston during the weekend of March 16-20 at
Harvard and MIT. Several MSRA members placed in
thetop two in their divisions. Congratulationsto every-
one who participated!

Women's5.0:  ShonaKerr, 1st place
Wendy Ansdell, 2nd place

Women's4.5: KatelLytle, Finalist

Women's4.0:  Liz Steffey, Winner
LedieMann, Finalist

Women's3.5:  Szilvi Szombati, Winner
KaraKardon, Finalist

Women's3.0: Liz Lambert, Winner
Bernadette Dixon, Finalist

Women's2.5:  Lucy Bradley, Winner
MariaMayorga, Finalist

Women's55+: Lucy Bradley, 2nd place
Women's50+: JuliaMoore, 1st place

Women's35+: Sharon Bradey, Winner
Wendy Ansdell, Finalist

Women'sU35: ShonaKerr, Winner
Mary Belknap McKee, Finalist

Men's3.0: Jeffrey Brown, Runner-up
Men's 75+; Lee Engler, Winner
Men's 60+: Dan Hogan, Finalist

Men'sU25: Siddharth Suchde, Winner
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State Champions!

Men’s 50+
Finalist: John Connolly (University Club)
Champion: Derrick Niederman (University Club)

Finalist: Lew Holmes (Maugus Club)
Champion: Doug Lee (Cambridge Racquet Club)

Men’s 60+
Champion: Steve Steinberg (Concord-Acton)
Finalist: Mike Keating (Union Boat Club)

Men’s 4.0
Finalist: Tom Quinn (Harvard Club)
Champion: Roger Jones (Concord-Acton)



State Champions!

Men’s 3.5
Finalist: Ghary Gappelberg (Healthpoint)
Champion: Christophe Dupupet (Concord-Acton)

Women'’s 2.5
Champion: Liz Lambert (SquashBusters)
Finalist: Bernadette Dixon (SquashBusters)

Men’s 2.5 Men’s 40+
Finalist: Phil Murphy (Friends of Milton) Finalist: Scott Poirier (University Club)
Champion: Jeffrey Wade Brown (Tennis & Racquet Club) Champion: Tyler Hindermann (Union Boat Club)

Women'’s 5.0 & Women’s 35+
Champion: Sharon Bradey (Harvard Club)
Finalist: Wendy Ansdell (Concord-Acton)

Men’s 5.5

) ~ Men’s 45+ Champion: Daniel Sharplin (Tennis & Racquet)
Champion: Whitney Boucher (Boston Racquet) Finalist: Pat Malloy (University Club)

Finalist: John Connolly (University Club) Spring 2005 MSRANews 3



MSRA Junior Committee: 2004-2005 Season Report

MSRA junior players enjoyed afull slate of activities this season. This schedule, combined with school and club teams,
clinics, etc. meant that juniors of all abilities had the chance to play both competitively and for fun.

Tournaments Sponsored by the MSRA Junior Committee

Mass Junior Open: January 7-9 @ Murr Center

Thisevent iscustomarily our largest tournament. 212 entries, including 65 SquashBusters participants, played thisyear at
Harvard, with competitorsfrom asfar away as Michigan and Quebec, aswell as contingents from many private schoolsincluding
Nobles, Loomis-Chaffee, Groton and St. Mark’s. With each player guaranteed three matches, all 16 courtswerein constant motion
from Friday to Sunday afternoon.

Mass Junior Closed: February 18-20 @ SquashBusters

This tournament was open to all New England players except those residents of Con-
necticut living south of New Haven. Entriesin eight drawsnumbered 117, with againalarge
contingent of SquashBusters participants on their home courts.

Articles on both these tournaments are on the MSRA Juniors web site (www.ma-
squash.org/juniors) and drawsfor each division may belocated on Rail Station onthe USSRA
web site (www.us-squash.org).

Junior Leagues

The Junior League played on four Sunday afternoons at the Murr Center at Harvard.  Mass Junior Closed: Boys Under 15
The League is designed for players on various club and other teams to play one another in ~ Barrett Takesian (Chestnut Hill) -
friendly, low-key, round-robin matches over athree-hour period. Onany given Sunday, 25-35 ., .. Gerﬁ:ramp'on .
Lo X D . (Weston) - Finalist
juniors will participate. This year, teams from the Maugus, Harvard, Concord-Acton and
University Clubs were joined by a SquashBusters team, as well as unaffiliated juniors who
were assigned to ateam.

U.S. Open

With the cooperation of John Nimick, the promoter of this world-class tournament,
MSRA juniorswere treated to a“ Junior Jam,” where some 60 playerswere ableto play and
receive coaching from the top professional's during an afternoon session in September.

Web Page (www.ma-squash.org/juniors)

The M SRA Juniorsweb pageisacurrent source of tournament writeups, picturesfrom
tournaments, entry forms, rankings and the tournament schedule. Notices of summer camps
can be found on the main MSRA site.

Mass Junior Closed: Girls Under 13

USSRA Representatlon Kadineyse Ram':iizr:eal(itzuashBusters) -
L. . . . L Ashley Brooks (SquashBusters) -
Gary Rubinisour delegate to the USSRA Junior Committee. Vijay Chitnisisthenew ’ Champion

member of the USSRA staff devoted to junior devel opment and henceis Gary’s main contact.
Subjects under active discussion include the makeup of junior teams representing the U.S,,
and a need to support and encourage inner-city youth programs following the great success
of SquashBusters. The MSRA is seen asleading the way on junior programs and is perhaps f
the only association running junior tournaments instead of professionals in other areas of |
the country. Finally, agroup is concentrating on technology and making that moremodernin £
ongoing junior activities. Rail Station isthe devel oping program designed to provide rankings,
tournament information and league standings.

2005-2006 Season

Plansare already underway to host aNew England Open junior tournament November
4-6in conjunction with the U.S. Open. Thisevent would create afestive atmosphere around
the Open, which for the first time will host both a men’s and women’s professional event.
Further, the tournament will move from Symphony Hall to the Murr Center where anew 300-
seat exhibition court is under construction. The portable court will be placed on the tennis

Mass Junior Closed: Boys Under 13

. N Liam McClintock (Wellesley) - Finalist
courtswith seating for 600. Julian Kirby (Dover) - Champion

The Junior League's success may lead to an additional Sunday if scheduling can be arranged.

Finally, the Committee would like to thank the many volunteers who contributed their time to help these programs run
successfully. In particular, Suzy Schwartz has been invaluable in her direction of the desks at the tournaments and her organiza-
tion of the Junior League teams. We will miss her as she leaves the areafor graduate school.

—MSRA Junior Committee (Sharon Bradey, Erik Kirby, Mike Loucks, Libby McClintock, Gary Rubin, Azi Rahbar,
Suzy Schwartz, Chris Spahr, Jim Sullivan, Tom Poor, Chair)
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Mass Junior Closed: New Faces and Veterans

Onthechilly but pleasant weekend of February 19-20, 118 playersalong with parents, siblingsand lots of other interested
onlookers gathered at the SquashBusters Center for this year’s tournament. 66 players were from SquashBusters, which lent a
hometown flavor to the event and a much appreciated source of hospitality to all who spent the weekend playing, watching and
helping orchestrate the tournament. The “closed” format of thisyear’s tournament limited entries to residents of New England,
excluding Connecticut residents south of New Haven, plus any students attending New England secondary schools. Entries
were about 100 less than the Massachusetts Junior Open, held in early January, due both to the “closed” nature, but more
probably to the conflicts of school matches and a crowded junior tournament schedule.

GirlsUnder 17: Nobles' teammates Elena Laird and Eliana Saltzman were seeded along with Danvers' Maura Neal.
Elianaran into trouble in the quarters, bowing to Elisa Melendez of the SquashBusters. Elenafared better, squeezing out afive-
gamevictory over Maurain the semifinals, and then defeating Elisain athree-gamefinal. Mauraprevailed over Courtney Kollmer
from the Berkshire School in the third-place playoff; ShanitaWilliamswon the Consolation and Jaye Cookethe Plate.

GirlsUnder 15: 17 players marched to the starting gate, led by nationally ranked Sarah L oucks at #1, Dori Rahbar at #2
and 12-year old Ariel Posner from Brookline, playing up adivision, at #3. Half the entrants were from SquashBusters, but they
were gone from the main draw by Saturday noon. Sarah cruised, encountering token opposition from Holden’s Courtney Jonesin
thesemis. Dori did likewise, yielding only nine pointsto Ariel inthe semis. Thefinal was atense exchange throughout, with Sarah
taking thefirst at 2, losing the second in overtime, and winning the third at 4. At this point Dori, also aNoblesteam member, dug
in alittle harder, playing with little outward emotion compared to Sarah and squeezed out the fourth at 7, and then the last game
at 6. Courtney took Ariel for third place, Hannah Coffin won the Consolation with a 10-8 fifth over Maggie Bouscaren, and Ana
L opez took the Plate.

GirlsUnder 13: Inthis 16-player draw, all the entrants were from SquashBusters except Torey Lee of Beverly. Torey
went out in the semisto Kadineyse Ramize, who in turn bowed to Ashley Brooksin athree-game final. Top-seeded BiancaVega
won thethird place playoff over Torey; JaleesaWalker won the Consolation and Alicia Forde the Plate.

BoysUnder 19: Five entrants played around robin. Andover’s Dan Wagman emerged the victor, winning all four of his
matches, including athree-game victory over finalist Teddy Panarese from Milton.

Boys Under 17: Top-seeded Chris Vernick of Milton encountered little opposition in this draw of 17, conquering
Nobles Andy Macalester in athree-gamefinal. Chrisisajunior and plays#2 at Milton behind senior John Lingos-Webb. Things
were not so easy for Andy, who had to work very hard to get by SquashBusters' Patrick Williamsin afour-game quarterfinal and
then again in the semis over Adam Vartikar from Brookline. Adam won third over Pedro Souza from SquashBusters. In the
Consolation, Dan L esser survived adangerousfive-game semifinal tussle with Patrick and then won astrai ght-game match over
Ben DiCamillo of Noblesinthefinal. The Plate waswon by SquashBusters’ Nicheren Peral.

BoysUnder 15: Asafitting climax to his U15 career, Barrett Takesian won the final over #1 seed Charles Gertler. Two
dayslater, heturned 15. Barrett cruised easily through three matchesbeforethefinal struggle. Charlesdid aswell, asthey werethe
class of the 21-player draw, the second largest of the tournament. Tyler Kopp from Providence defeated SquashBusters' Eddie
Gentlefor third. Newton’s Jeremy Wong had the longest tournament of anyone. Seeded #3 helost, 10-9 in the fifth, to Anyeifry
Sanchez from SquashBustersin theround of 16. Inthe Consolation, he played threetimesto arrivein thefinalswhere he again met
Sanchez, and again went five games. Thistime, however, he won the final game. SquashBusters' Rony Correiawon the plate.

Boys Under 13: 27 youngsters went to the starting line in this draw, nearly half of them from SquashBusters. Asin the
GU15, the SquashBusters players were gone by the end of the second round. Liam Quinn, the second seed, was bounced in the
semifinals by third-seeded Julian Kirby, setting up a final with top-seeded Liam McClintock, who at 10 ¥2 was playing up a
division. Liam had advanced with athree-game victory over fourth-seeded Sam Sokol sky-Tifft from Williamstown. Thefinal was
atenseaffair, particularly for the parents of both. Julian dropped the first two games decisively before recovering to win thethird
at 4. From there on, his game was superb at times, punctuated by errors at others, testing his self-control in several instances.
Therewere enough good momentsto capture thelast two games and thetitle. Sam beat Liam Quinnfor third, while Michael Lillie
defeated Liam'’sbrother, Conor M cClintock in the Consolation. Bernie St. Vil from SquashBusters captured the plate over compa-
triot Randy Coplin.

Boys Under 11: This one was no contest, as James Fulham dominated the four-boy round-robin with three easy three-
gamewins. Jay Rodman took second and William Gertler third.

Asthelast match ended Sunday afternoon, the Committee declared victory with the trophies awarded, only afew tears shed
and no injuries. There were lots of happy players who made new friends, enjoyed their matches and realized again that winning
or losing means alot less than who you are.

Photos of the Mass Junior Open winners and finalists are on pages 4 and 6.
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Mass Junior Closed: Boys Under 11
Jay Rodman (Newton) - Finalist
James Fulham (Wellesley) - Champion

Mass Junior Closed: Girls Under 17
Elisa Melendez (SquashBusters) - Finalist
Elena Laird (Cambridge) - Champion

Mass Junior Closed: Boys Under 19
Teddy Panarese (Milton) - Finalist
Dan Wagman (Andover) - Champion

Mass Junior Closed: Boys Under 17
Andy Macalaster (Wellesley) - Finalist
Chris Vernick (West Roxbury) - Champion
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Playing at the Junior Nat’ls
by Sarah Loucks

For the USSRA Junior Nationals, my mom and | |eft the
night before by plane, arriving in Philadelphia. Then wedrove
down to Baltimore, where our hotel was essentially five min-
utes away from Meadow Mills, the club where the tournement
was hosted. There, |
settled down for the
night at around 10:30—
my first match was the
next morning at 10.

The next morn-
ing, my momand | ar-
rived at Meadow Mills
40 minutes before my
first match to check in,
pick up my t-shirt, and
seewho | was playing.
| saw people | recog- /
nized from camp, from Sarah Loucks, with winner Dori Rahbar, after
Massachussetts, or the MJC GUIS finals.
just from the circut.

When | saw the draw sheet, | saw that my first match was
originaly against Alli Rubin, who is on my squash team at
Milton Academy, and | play with her nearly every day during
the season. Of course, that was a bit upsetting, because the
USSRA had come up with a new system for tournments and
rankings that was supposed to keep people from the same state
from playing each other, but | wasrelieved tofind that they had
switched her name with that of Clare Berner, from Rye, New
York, sowewouldn’t haveto play in thefirst round, thank God.

| played Clare and won 9-3, 9-3, 9-1—agood first round
match—not too easy, not too hard—but much easier match
thanthe oneAlli had. Alli played Sarah Mumanachit from Penn-
sylvaniaand lost avery good match in 5 games.

After | passed in my sheet, | sat down and resigned my-
self to reffing a BU17 match. Both boys played a good, four-
game match that lasted nearly an hour.

After | finished reffing, my mom and | went back to the
hotel, which was conveniently |ocated in the middle of amall.
We grabbed abiteto eat, and then went window shoppinginall
the stores, because we had until 7 to kill before my next match
against Katie Ballaine, the number 3 seed. After picking out a
few thingsto try onlater, we headed back to our room for alittle
R&R. At 6:45, we headed back to the club, to arrive at around
7:00, only to find that my court was running two matches be-
hind. So | hung around, warmed up alittle, and watched afew
other matches before | had to get on court.

| played a pretty good match and managed to get four
points off of her in the first game, which was more than the
number 6 seed got off of her in the entire match, and from the
last time | played her the Christmas before last, you could tell
that | had improved. In the end, | lost the match and ended up
reffing again, but thistime U17 girls. It was arelatively quick
match, much quicker than thefirst onel reffed, and my momand
| went back to the hotel for the night to get some rest for my
next match, which was at eight o’ clock the next morning.

The next day, my mom and | arrived at the club and saw
that | wasto play Casey Cortesfrom Cambridge. | hadn’t played
her in awhile, so | was psyched but rather tired. It started off
well for me, but after ahard match, | lost in 3 games. Unfortu-
nately, | wasnow out of the tournament, and abit dissappointed
withmyself, but there'salwaysnext year. After reffing and thank-
ing Vijay, thetournament director, my momand | set back to the
hotel, ready to pack up and head back to Boston.




Massachusetts Juniors in the USSRA Rankings

BoysUnder 13

Rank  Player
15 Kirby, Julian
24 McClintock, Liam
25 Sokolsky-Tifft, Samuel
28 Lillie, Michael
43 McClintock, Conor
46 Chase, Peter
48 Quinn, Liam
59 Bajwa, Pehlag)
67 Rahbar, Cameron
70 Columbia, Edward
77 Guerra, Jhonatan
81 K oekkoek, Toby
95 Krant, Nicholas
98 Riley, Gray
102 Ma, Matt
108 Mack, Peter
BoysUnder 15
Rank  Player
12 Sullivan, William
22 Gertler, Charles
67 Wong, Jeremy
7 Crane, Greg
85 Nimmo, John
97 Sanchez, Anyeifry
99 Gentle, Eddie
100 Baker-White, Matthew
101 Holberton, Tod
109 Foehl, Taylor
126 Galvao, Rodney
128 Jalloh, Mahmud
129 Harris, Kal
139 Soto, Darryl
140 Correia, Rony
BoysUnder 17
Rank  Player
17 Dowd, Ryan
30 Vernick, Christopher
62 Macal aster, Andrews
82 Jones, Livingston
83 Vartikar, Adam
84 Bennett, Amory
97 Lesser, Daniel
106 Bernard, Andrew
m Souza, Pedro
124 Williams, Patrick
126 DiCamillo, Ben
133 Darlington, Mikhell
139 Duke, Perrin
148 Place, Alex
150 Peral, Nicheren
1% Ritter, Kenny
157 Cotter, Steven
19 Beatty-Austin, Justin

as of April 18, 2005

4D 5T,
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4 BoysUnder 19 Quers *
8 Rank  Player Tournaments
4 3 Froot, Mark 5
7 7 Hrdy, Nicholas 6
4 9 Fulham, John 5
4 14 Lingos-Webb, John 4
5 34 Beck, Elliot 4
4 43 Heitzmann, Alex 4
4 69 Panarese, Edward 5
3
4 GirlsUnder 13
Rank  Player Tour naments
18 Brooks, Ashley 4
Tour naments 29 Vega, Bianca 5
9 30 Posner, Ariel 9
6 31 Ramize, Kadineyse 4
4 3R2 Walker, Jadleesa 4
g 47 Lee, Torey 3
5 GirlsUnder 15
3 Rank  Player Tournaments
6 22 Rahbar, Dori 7
4 23 Rubin, Alli 5
4 26 Loucks, Sarah 6
4 30 Cortes, Casey 3
4 47 Schafer, Corey 8
3 49 Jones, Courtney 6
3 56 Coffin, Hannah 4
4 57 Crosky, Sarah 6
60 Braga, Judy 3
81 Duke, Chapin 4
Tour naments 88 Duke, Paige 4
7 94 Luna, Soranyi 4
n 99 Joseph, Ken Maxia 4
4
7 GirlsUnder 17
5 Rank  Player Tournaments
7 9 Cortes, Cece 5
4 57 Neal, Maura 5
6 60 Williams, Shanita 4
5 76 Sdtzman, Eliana 4
4 83 Johnson, Monete 4
j 91 Cooke, Jacinth 3
3 GirlsUnder 19
3 Rank  Player Tournaments
4 32 Rubin, Krissy 4
3 46 Williams, Shanita 3
6 51 Melendez, Elisa 4
3 53 Flamenco, Vicky 4

MSRA end-of-year adult and junior rankings will be posted on the website (Wwww.ma-sguash.org) this spring.
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SquashBusters Sixth Graders Visit Cradles to Crayons

by Mike Lemaire, SquashBusters volunteer

On Saturday, March 19, 2005, the entire sixth grade
team from SquashBusters, along with coach Ted Childs, aca-
demic director JoannaBengel, and four volunteers, traveled
to North Quincy for agroup community service project. The
organization the sixth graders visited is called Cradles to
Crayons, an organization devoted to helping the poor and
homeless childreninthe Boston area. Thisorganization takes
new and gently used donated clothing items and toys, and
organizes and sends them to specific homeless children in
the greater Boston area. On Saturday, the sixth graderswere
split into two groups; one group made sure all thetoyswere
clean and in good working condition, and the other group
was in charge of picking out outfits for the recipients of
these packages. All of the kids had fun picking out outfits |
Janiot Bonilla finds outfits for a 6-12 for these needy children, but also inspeCti ng, assembling, j:ssi'ca Greaves holds up a cute

month old girl. and/or playing with the toys that were to be shipped off to tank top for a toddler.

homeless chil-
dren. Representa-
tives from
Comcast were
there distributing
black “Comcast
Cares’ t-shirts to
all of the student
and adult volunteers. In four hours, the members of
the sixth grade SquashBusters team were able to put
together enough packages to help approximately 31
homelesskidsin New Bedford.

Steven Vo cleans a toy boat. Bernie St. Vil sorts toys.

/Adult Tournament Results )

A Mature Event
Maugus Club, February 13—-14, 2005

=
_-ﬁ.—__.

Rafy Fernandez with two of his favorite toys. Men's 70+
- - Winner: Lee Engler
Spec|a| Junior Awards Finalist: Thomas Chilton
At the M SRA annua meeting on Monday, May 9, 2005, Men's 60+
the following special awards for MSRA juniors were Winner: Walter Fraze
announced: Finalist: Steve Steinberg
- . Men’s50+
Most Improved Girl: Chapin Duke Winner: Sam Thayer
Most Improved Boy: Pehlag] Bajwa Finalist: Tom Quinn
Sportsmansh.l p, G.I rl: Corey Schafz.ar Womnen's35+
Sportsmanshl p, Gi rl: Hannah Coffin Winner: JuliaMoore
Sportsmanship, Boy: Liam Quinn NG Finalist: KaraKardon %
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Adult League Wrapup

Openb5.5
DaveAdams, L eagueChair

In a stunning display of dominance, the Tennis and
Racquet Club defeated the defending champion University
Club 4-0 to win the Open 5.5 league this year. In apreview of
the MSRA stateindividual finals, Daniel Sharplin defeated Pat
Malloy 3-0. Despitefantastic retrieving from Malloy, Sharplin
was simply too strong, imposing his attacking game on the
younger Malloy. The #2 match between Jason Hicks and
Vineet Asthana began with a seesaw first game that saw both
players playing at a tremendous pace. Unfortunately, Jason
tweaked his back towards the end of the game and could not
stay with Vineet's high pace. Another match to the Tennis &
Racquet Club, 3-0.

The #3 match saw an in-form Mike Semprucci take on
former state champ and doubles standout Doug Lifford. Mike
took the first game as Doug struggled to get loose. The sec-
ond gamewas all Lifford, ashe worked Mike around the four
corners of the court. With the score knotted at one-all, the
pivotal third game was tight all the way through. A few un-
timely tin shotsfrom Lifford and some brilliant retrieving from
Semprucci gave Mike gamethree. While the fourth game was
close, Lifford was tiring, and as his shots lost some of their
sharpness, Mike began to apply pressure. In the end, Mike
defeated Doug 3-1. The #4 match pitted experience versus
youth. Scott Poirier took onjunior player John Fulham. Poirier’s
sharp attacking play kept Fulham on the defensive, but the
youngster kept getting Scott’s best shots back. At 7-al, the
fast pace and long points started to show in Poirier’s game,
and Fulham pulled away 9-7 to win amarathon game. Fulham
continued at a breakneck pace through the following two
games, and Poirier simply couldn’'t keep up. The #4 match
went to the T& R 3-0.

Outstanding questionsfor next year: recruiting standout
Mike Semprucci will be needing to replace #2 player Vineet
Asthanawhoismovingto New York City inamonth, whilethe
UCIlub is returning all of their players (a year older...), with
ever-increasing depth provided by new members Dan Bishop
and Andrew Matuch. Will Poirier and Semprucci cometo blows
over who gets graduating Harvard all star Mike Blumberg, or
will he be recruited to help the Harvard Club return to the
upper echelons? Lord knows where famed flip-flopper David
Adams will end up next year. His school, MIT? Hometown,
Concord-Acton? Home club, UClub? Timewill tell. Concord-
Acton will missthetalentsof Dent Wilkens, whoisreturning
to Princeton, but Paul Ansdell’s return to the leagues could
lessen the blow. MIT needs depth to help keep Ali and Irfan
playing at the top of their games, and the Union Boat Club
needs to keep Mark Lewis involved to remain in contention.
Mo-Squad is a new entry this year and will begin graduating
players soon, so their future is up in the air. BSC - Allston,
Boston Racquet Club, Sports Club/LA and the Harvard Club
all need a strong #1 to make the leap to the next level of play,

while SquashBusters needs more consistent play out of often-
injured #1 Parth Doshi.

Team Points % Won
Tennis & Racquet 5°) 84.3%
University Club 57 76.0%
Concord-Acton 3 61.4%
Union Boat Club 3 57.3%
MIT 0 52.0%
BSC-Allston ] 50.7%
Mo Squad A 45.3%
Boston Racquet Club 2 41.4%
Squashbusters 2% 34.7%
Harvard Club 16 2%
Sports Club/LA 16 2%
Open4.5

Eric Godes, LeagueChair

This season’s open 4.5 league can be summarized in six
simple letters...M-A-U-G-U-S. From start to finish, Maugus
dominated the Open 4.5 league like no other team hasin recent
memory. Even the glory years of Concord-Acton can’t com-
pare, as Maugus won an astounding 85% of their individual
matchesthroughout the year. Theleague knew it wasintrouble
when former #1 player and captain, Adrian King, wasslotted in
to the#3 or #4 position. It'sno surprise heran the table finish-
ing with an unblemished 9-0 record for the season.

As most experienced players know, it's depth that usu-
ally wins championships in the Open 4.5 league, and Maugus
had depth to burn. At no time was it more evident then the
finals as Maugus defeated a gutsy bunch from BSC - Allston,
with two of their top players, Reese Genser and Eric Godes, out
of action. When word spread of these two absences, many
interested players around the league expected to see Maugus
knocked fromtheir perch. It wasnot to be, asfinal snight started
off with Maugus super-sub Peter Goodall finishing his unde-
feated season to get the match off on the right foot for hisside.
King was up next for Maugus, and he too didn’t disappoint.
With the momentum on their side, Maugusfelt confident going
against theAllstontwin towersin FirasKhatib and Ken Leng at
#1 and #2 respectively. Bob Frazier faced off against Leng and
gave him one heck of abattlewith Leng prevailing as expected.
Going into the #1 match, Maugusiron man Rich Schafer only
needed one game to solidify the win. Being atrue entertainer,
Schafer played with the crowd, dropping thefirst game before
taking the second to the delight of friends and family in atten-
dance. Although Khatib eventually won the match, the party
had begun in Wellesley as Maugus completed the destiny that
wastheirssince early November.

Some great squash was played leading up to the finals,
asAllston overtook Boston Racquet Clubin one semi-final and
Maugusbeat BSC - Wathamintheother. BRC wasthe Cinderella
story thisyear asthe early pollshad them fighting for aplayoff
berth. Finishing the regular season in second place was no

(continued on page 10)
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Adult League Wrapup (cont.)

(continued from page 9)

flukeasregularsHugo, L aurenz, Donahue, L apham and Reagan
proved they could play with the best. On the other side of the
ledger, HealthPoint, lead by superstar Kumudu Gunasekera,
has been tough for the last few years and this campaign was no
exception. Unfortunately for them, Maugus was at their finest
that night and only Gunasekera could break through.

In singles action, Boston Racquet’s Ethan Hugo met his
goal of being crowned state champion by completing an im-
pressive tournament run. Unlike many of the past years, the
2005 state tournament saw virtually all of the state's elite en-
tered, making for avery exciting tournament and making Hugo's
victory all themoreimpressive. The surprise of the tournament
was unheralded Bob Frazier who breezed through hisdraw and
scored amajor upset by beating Gunasekerain the semi-finals.
Hugo ran through Eric Godes in the other semi-final to set the
final match. In the end, it was too much Hugo in the finals at
Squashbusters, as his 3-0 victory left little doubt that he was
indeed the tournament’s best. Congratulations Ethan...well
done!

The Maugus players pose with the BSC-Allston team after their win in
the 4.5 league final.

Team Points % Won
Maugus Club 85.0%
Boston Racquet Club ) 72.0%
BSC-Allston 53 66.3%
BSC - Waltham 49 65.3%
Concord-Acton 45 64.3%
MIT 45 64.3%
University Clubl| b 50.0%
Union Boat Club 3 47.1%
Andover Racquet Club 30 46.2%
Longfellow Sudbury 2 32.3%
Harvard Club 18 27.7%
Harvard Business School 15 231%
SportsClub LA i 185%
Tennis & Racquet ik 16.9%
University Clubl 0 0.0%
Open4.0

Kevin Hallister, L eague Chair
This was the second exciting season for the Open 4.0
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league. Eleven clubsfielded ateam this season—up from nine
in the first year—and while the usual clubs performed well,
there were some surprises by the time the playoffs began. A
long league season makes for some interesting movements in
the team rankings, no doubt due to some demanding training
regimens.

BSC - Waltham, a team that did not fare well last year
playing with the HealthPoint name, was near the top of the
standings all season, but they put together a great run in Feb-
ruary and March and ended up ranked #1. Union Boat Club
fielded another strong team and ended up in close second,
followed closely by MIT inthird. Farther back, Concord-Acton
nudged out T & R for fourth place and the all-important home
court advantage in the first round of the playoffs. Rounding
out the playoff teeamswere BRC, Cambridge Racquet and Milton
Academy.

Thefirst-round resultswerethe samefor BSC - Waltham,
Union Boat and Concord-Acton, all winning at home by the
scoreof 4-1. The other hometeam, MIT, found amoreinterest-
ing way to win, securing victory not even by winning more
games but by eking out a two-point win over visiting Boston
Racquet Club.

Apparently, the momentum carried MIT through the semi-
finalsasthey overcame UBC’shome court advantageto tietwo
matches each but win by onegameoverall. Inthe other semifi-
nal, Concord-Acton, aloser to BSC at homein the last regular
season match, managed to reverse the result playing at BSC,
winning only two matches but taking the match on games, nine
to seven.

This set up a battle between the #3 and #4 seeds, played
at MIT. The advantage appeared to be in favor of Concord-
Acton, asthe #1 player for MIT was not available. However,
the match-upswereto MIT’sliking, and they pulled out ahard-
fought victory, again winning on games, 9-8. Clearly MIT'’s
three close wins speak to their character as much astheir shot-
making abilities.

I’d like to thank the team captains for another great sea-
son. Their effortsin scheduling players, reporting scores and
communicating issues were instrumental in making the 2004—
2005 season agreat success. | hopeto see even more 4.0 teams
next year!

2005 Open 4.0 Tour nament

Thirty-five players joined the fun in the individual 4.0
championshipsthis year, and once again the results called into
question the finely-honed algorithms used to rank the players.
That's right, the #1 and #2 seeds were eliminated before the
semifinals, but thisonly provesthat squash is much more about
the level of play happening on the court than the analysis of
historical data used to predict an outcome.

In any case, six of the eight top seeds made it to the
quarterfinal round, and the matches only grew tougher. The
semifinal matches both featured a player from the 4.0 league

(continued on page 11)



Adult League Wrapup (cont)

(continued from page 10)

playing against an opponent they hadn’t met in competition
during this season, and in both cases, the |league player came
out on the short end, with Tom Quinn defeating Frans K aashoek
and Roger Joneswinning against Amrit Kanwal .

The stage was set for the finals at SquashBusters; the
atmosphere buzzed with anticipation. Several playerswho had
lost in previous rounds came in to Boston to see the battle.
Prior to the match, the playerswere astudy in contrasts: Roger
was stretching, looking ready for along battle, while Tomtried
to get limber having just |eft the court in the 55+ final (along
five-gamer at that). Perhaps Tom had hit the wall in terms of
stamina, but more likely he hit asteamroller of an opponent—
Roger wasrelentlessin hisattack and consistent with hisshots,
pinning Tom in the back cornersand giving him few chancesto
break through. Inthe end, Roger claimed the hard-fought vic-
tory.

Congratulations to all the players who participated and
to Roger for agreat jobinwinningitall.

Team Points % Won
BSC - Waltham a2 72.9%
Union Boat Club 50] 70.6%
MIT 61 67.8%
Concord-Acton 2 65.0%
Tennis & Racquet v\ 58.7%
Boston Racquet Club 0 52.0%
Cambridge Racquet A 48.6%
Milton Academy A 45.3%
University Club 27 36.0%
Harvard Club 16 21.3%
Harvard Business School 0 0.0%
Open35

Simon Graham, L eague Chair
The second half of the 3.5 season seemed to be mostly
characterized by the weather; once again, it seemed like there
wasasnow storm every Thursday getting in theway of serious
squash! At the end of the regular season, the standings were:
Maugus, Concord-Acton, SquashBusters, University Club, BSC
- Waltham, and Longfellow.

The quarterfinalsand semifinal s of the playoffswent with
seeding, setting up the final between Concord-Acton and
Maugus for the third time this season. Despite Maugus having
to play two subs, it was actually a tough and close night that
the Concord-Acton team ended up winning to gain the league
championship for the second year in arow.

Congratulationsto all the playersin the league and espe-
cialy to the CASC and Maugus teams pictured here.

Team Points % Won
Maugus Club 67 78.8%
Concord-Acton 63 78.8%
SquashBusters 5% 70.0%
University Club 5% 70.0%

BSC - Waltham 66.3%
Longfellow Club 41 51.3%
Tennis & Racquet 3 41.3%
Cambridge Racquet 24 32.0%
Sports Club/LA 2 280%
BSC-Allston 9 12.9%
Harvard Club 6 8.0%

200 D005 WUgus 1.5 Team

P.uu Eermidal
moachl

Eimn Coulla H'thH. Pl Adanm

Open25
Carl Cummings, LeagueChair
It was plus ca change, plus c’est la meme chose in the
Open 2.5 league, as last year's champion Tennis & Racquet,
defying the conventional fate of a “rebuilding” team, entered
the season with awhole new roster, fought to a second-place
finishin the regular season and then upset top-seeded Maugus
in the league championship playoff to claim its second con-

(continued on page 12)
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Adult League Wrapup (cont.)

(continued from page 11)

secutivetitle. Although Maugus had edged Tennis & Racquet
by only three points in the final standings, they had defeated
T&R in both regular season matches, and there was good rea-
son to think they would do it again. Maugus captain Richard
Houde had assembled a deep and balanced team led by Moshe
Selfin, whowas 9-0inregular season play, Tim Driver, who had
been 11-4, and Szilvi Szombati, who, playing in both the Open
2.5 and Women'’s 2.5 leagues, had been undefeated in 25
matches.

Thethird timewasthe charm for T& R, however. Captain
Matt Sturgistook one for the team, falling to Selfin in straight
games, but Matt Semprucci evened mattersby handing Szombati
her first and only defeat in league play, also in straight games.
The closest match was at #3, where Jeff Brown, whose game
improved as his weight decreased over the course of the sea-
son (and who subsequently won the state 2.5 championship
tournament), traded blows (figuratively speaking) with Driver.
Attheend, it was Brown who wastill standing, (8-10), 7, 4, (0),
2. Inthe#4 match, T& R’s Oscar Grossman defeated Maugus's
Dani Golan, securing histeam’svictory over aformidable oppo-
nent.

It'sprobablethat several playersfrom each of theseteams
will beplaying at ahigher level next season but, as T& R demon-
strated, the other teams had better not count on overtaking
themwhilethey “rebuild.”

Team Points % Won
Maugus Club 61 76.3%
Tennis& Racquet Club 58 72.5%
Andover Racquets Club 54 67.5%
Cambridge Racquet 2 65.0%
Boston Racquet Club 51 63.8%
Union Boat Club 45 56.3%
Friendsof Millet@Milton 43 53.8%
Concord-Acton Vv 525%
Longfellow Club 7 36.0%
BSC - Waltham 2 30.0%
University Club 9 11.3%
Sports Club/LA 8 10.7%
Women 3.5

by KaraKardon, LeagueChair

You've all heard, “ The check isin the mail!” Well, how
many of you have heard, “1 will only bein Amsterdam for three
months!” Well, Ms. Roskoz, the next time, | will be more sus-
pect. We have missed Bry terribly during her almost one-year
absence and will welcome her return to our humble city in the
Fal.

The 3.5 ladies’ 05 season was an eventful one, with the
University Club taking the championship match on their home
court 3-1 against second place Concord-Acton on Wednesday,
March 23. Congratulations to team captain, Wendy Irwin, and
teammates, Neely Steinberg, Kate Lytle, Meredith Johnson, Liz
Steffey and Dianne Smith, who managed to take the title once
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again, even without Bry.

The season’s newest ladies’ 3.5 teams, Sports Club/LA
and Tennis & Racquet, finished up the season at 3 and 4"
place respectively, an impressive finish for these two young
teams.

With alocal venue for USSRA nationals, more of the
league’swomen participated than ever before. 8 players alto-
gether entered acombination of the 3.5, 4.0, 4.5, and age group
draws, with 5 of the 6 skill level finalists calling Boston home:

* Inthe 4.5 draw, University Club’s Kate Lytle
finished as runner up.

* [nthe4.0draw T& R'sLeslie Mann defeated U Club’s
Liz Steffey in the final.

* Inthe 3.5 draw Maugus Szlvi Szombati beat
Concord's Kara Kardon in the final

Excellent squash, old friends and some new friends com-
bined to make the nantionals weekend a particularly memo-
rable one.

Unlike the USSRA tourney, our state tournament inte-
gratedthe 3.5,4.0, and 4.5into asingledraw. KateLytleof the
U Club prevailedin four gamesinthefinalsover T& R'sLedlie
Mann. In the consolation final, Tina Wu outplayed Kara
Kardon to win the all-Concord-Acton contest.

My thanks to all the team captains and players for a
great season—enjoy the summer!

Team Points % Won
University Club 5] 73.3%
Concord-Acton 2 69.3%
SportsClub LA K] 48.0%
Tennis & Racquet 0 40.0%
Harvard Club 2 37.3%
Boston Sports Club 24 32.0%
Women 2.5A

Phoebe Slanetz, L eague Chair

TheWomen's2.5 leaguewasdividedinto 2.5A and 2.5B,
since the league expanded to 12 teams. The purpose was also
to make playing levelsmore consistent acrosstheleague. Both
the 2.5A and 2.5B teams from the T&R Club and the 2.5B
SportsClub/LA team unfortunately struggled to find enough
playerseach and every week. Depending on how many teams/
playersenter next season, the Women's 2.5 league may be split
into two divisions again or return to one larger league format.

The Maugus Club decisively won the 2.5A league, 4-1
against SquashBusters, holding onto the lead throughout the
season. Bernadette Dixon from SquashBustersand Lucy Bra-
dley from Maugus had the most challenging match of the
evening, with Bernadette winning the only point for her team.
Congratulations to both Maugus and SquashBusters for mak-
ing it to the finals! In the first week of the playoffs, Maugus
won 4-1 against the BSC - Waltham (HealthPoint) team and

(continued on page 13)



Adult League Wrapup (cont.)

(continued from page 12)
SquashBusters won 5-0 against Concord-Acton.

Many thanks go out to the Women's 2.5A league cap-
tains Dominique Farinaux-Dumas (SquashBusters), Laurie
Manos (BSC-Waltham) (HealthPoint), Azi Djazani (Harvard
Club), Jennifer Moran (CASC), Kerry Wellington (Maugus) and
WillaRutherford (T& R) for making everything run so smoothly
and to the players, for always keeping a healthy balance be-
tween competitive play and having fun on and off court. Allin
all another great season!

Team Points % Won
Maugus Club 8 91.8%
SquashBusters 595 70.0%
BSC Waltham 385 48.1%
Concord Acton 3 475%
Harvard Club 17 22.7%
Tennis & Racquet 6 8.0%

Women'’s 2.5A and 2.5B league chairs
Phoebe Slanetz (L) & Virginia Valdez (R)
relax between matches at the states.
Women 2.5B
VirginiaValdez, L eague Chair

Cambridge Racquet won the 2.5B league against the
Maugus Club in closely contested matches. Although both
teams won two matches each, Cambridge won by one game
(Cambridge: 9, Maugus: 8). Both teamshad had agreat season,
showcasing great team spirit, Cambridgein particular, asdem-
onstrated by the whole team’s participation in the 2.5 State
Championship.

The other two teamsin the playoffs were the University
Cluband BSC - Allston. The University Club lost against Cam-
bridge Racquet and BSC against Maugus. Both teams showed
commitment to participating and challenging the other teamsin
the league throughout the season.

Team Points % Won
Cambridge Racquet 63 84.0%
Maugus Club 57 76.0%
BSCAllston a7 62.7%
University Club A 45.3%
Sports Club/LA 17 22.7%
Tennis & Racquet 4 5.3%

Women'’s 2.5B League Winners: CRFC: (L-R)
Liz Scheinfeldt, Maria Mayorga (capt.), Noreen
Ryan, Ania Laver, Terri Sojot. Missing from
photo: Maria Pelidis

50 +
Sam Magr uder, LeagueChair

The seven-team 50+ league awarded a BY E to the first-
place Boston Racquet Club at the end of the round-robin sea-
son and entered everyone else into the first round of the play-
offs. The higher seedsall prevailed as Concord-Acton defeated
Milton by 4-1, the Harvard Club swept BSC-Waltham and the
Union Boat Club squeaked by Maugus 3-2.

The second round featured #3 Harvard Club at #2 Con-
cord-Actonwith arested BRC sguad swinging back into action
against #4 UBC. For the second straight year, the Harvard Club
upset Concord-Acton on their home courts. Led by their new,
youngish #1, Dan Reagan, the top three prevailed, with only
the soon-to-be State Champion 60+ player, Steve Steinberg,
holding off adetermined Linton Moulding in 5 games. Playing
even with Shef Halsey, Dan won two games before the handi-
cap changes were too much to overcome. Shef took gamethree
at 9 points, but Dan regrouped and won the match at 15-10in
the fourth. Len Miller, giving a point to the very steady Jim
Cronin, dropped the first game, before sweeping to victory in
four games. The ever-crafty Tom Quinn spotted Wayne Hodges
two points at the start, split games one and two and then won
by 3-1.

BRC loaded up for the arrival of the Union Boat Club,
fielding four playerswho had lost atotal of only four matches
all year. At #1, top-ranked Malcolm Davidson administered a
polished 3-0 thrashing to an over-matched Bob Loring. # 2
ranked Jon Rosstook on agame but still-disabled John C. Smith
and cameaway with a3-1 victory for the hometeam. The never-
quit-running Everett Shorey played #3 against Andrew St. John.
The match went the distance with Everett finally overcoming a
fifth game deficit to pull out ascintillating (as reported by the
home scribe) victory. The league’s top put-away volleyer, Jon
Smith, salvaged some honor for UBC, inflicting aseason’sfirst
loss on the most-improved Ned Brewer, winning a five-game
marathon.

Thisyear’sfinalsfeatured al five of thetop-ranked play-

(continued on page 14)
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Adult League Wrapup
(cont.)

(continued from page 13)

BRC capt, Mike McDonaIE‘;hows off his team’s Killer Bees t-shirt.
ersin the league (based on at least six matches). The Harvard
Club’swinningest playerssplit, but al three of the BRC'sranked
playerswon. Thetitle-winning match was afifth-game squeaker
by the#5 ranked player. Malcolm Davidson took on rookie and
3 ranked Dan Reagan. The perennial age-group state cham-
pion and consensus #1 player this year took the match 3-1,
although he lost on total points. The #2 match went the full
distance, with Jon Ross pulling out ahard-fought win over Len
Miller latein thefifth game. Fourth-ranked Tom Quinn provided
HCB’slonewinwith a3-1 decision over Tom Mellor. Fresh off
his strong showing in the previous week’s nationals, Tom’'s
shots were just too tricky for the good-retrieving Mellor to
cover.

The deciding match came down to fifth-ranked Digger
Donahue over giant-killer Linton Moulding, who provided the
fireworksfor the defending championsin last year’stitle match.
Down 2-1, and knowing everything depended on him, Linton
dug deep and pulled out afourth-game victory by 15-13, hold-
ing off Digger’s comeback from 9-3. The fifth game featured
seven lead changes, resulting in an 11-all deadlock. A win by
theHarvard Club would tie the match on games, and (remember
the Reagan “10ss”), would haveresulted inawin on total points.
Digger went up by two before Linton pulled off two spectacul ar
shots to tie the game at 13. Digger, nearly stationary with fa-
tigue, went for broke—asidewall, cross-court volley just above
thetin for aservicereturn winner. Match point isanother long
rally with great gets by both players before Digger’slast back-
hand drive diesin a corner. Perfect length for the season-end-
ing shot.

Team Points % Won
Boston Racquet Club 51 72.9%
Concord Acton 45 64.3%
Harvard Club 43 57.3%
Union Boat Club % 51.4%
Maugus Club 2% 40.0%
BSC-Waltham 2 32.3%
Milton 18 27.7%
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MSRA Executive Board
2005-2006

Thefollowing slatefor the M SRA Executive Board
for the 2005-2006 season was presented by the Nomi-
nating Committee and approved by the membership at
the May 9, 2005 annual meeting of the MSRA.

President: Eric Godes
Vice President: Wendy Ansdell
Treasurer: Sam Magruder
Secretary: Sebastian Valdez
Past President: Carl Cummings
Men's League Coordinator: Dave Adams
Women'’s League Coordinator: Bry Roskoz
Men’s Tournament Coordinator: Fran Donlan
Women’s Tour nament Coordinator: Dominique
Farinaux-Dumas
At Large - National Liaison: Jeanne Blasberg
At Large - Rules and Referees: Nat Lovell
At Large - Investments/Finance/Junior Develop-
ment: Tom Poor
At Large - Investments/Finance: Lenny Bernheimer
At Large - Website: Paul Chastanet
At Large - Newdletter: Sarah Lemaire
At Large - Yearbook: Simon Graham
At Large - College Liaison: Shona Kerr
At Large - Pro Liaison: Paul Ansdell

At Large - League Scheduling/Historical: Linda
Watts

Are You Ready for
the Howe Cup?

The 2005 Howe Cup will take place at the Ringe Courts
at theUniversity of Pennsylvaniain Philade phia, on Oc-
tober 28-30. More de- pywry -
tailswill becoming soon,
and chalengemeatchesto
determine the playing
order will start over thesummer. If
you' reinteresting in captaining a
team or participating asaplayer,
please contact Wendy Ansdell at
wendyansde | @mindspring.com.
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Men’s,Women’s, and Junior Champions Graduate to
Harvard for Expanded U.S. Open: November 4-8, 2005

After threeyearsof performancesat Symphony Hall, the U.S. Open Squash Championshipswill moveto Harvard University’s
Murr Center thisNovember 4-8, 2005. The prestigious tournament will take advantage of thefacility’sthirteen glass-back courts
and one brand new four-sided glass feature court, while establishing a 700-seat temporary squash arena on the indoor tennis
courts within the same building.

According to Tournament Director and Chairman John Nimick, the new venue opens up
opportunitiesfor the event. “While Symphony Hall gavethe tournament agrand stage, thebuilding's
September-only availability and performance-based financial structure always limited our promo-
tional and competitive options,” saysthe veteran squash promoter. He adds, “ Harvard offersusthe —
flexibility to move our dates into the squash season and present a much greater range of profes-  saormsmomar sousss sesocis o
sional and amateur play. We arethrilled to add aworld-ranking WISPA division to complement our
core PSA 5-Star tournament and to host what will be one of the USA’smost significant junior tournaments at the sametime. This
year’'sUS Open will beatrue Grand Slam squash festival.”

The combined professiona drawswill offer $70,000 in prize money. Thetop 24 mal e squash playersfrom around the globe
are expected to compete for the prestigious U.S. Open Championship title, including defending champion and current World #3
LeeBeachill, #1 Thierry Lincou and perennial stars#4 Peter Nicol and #6 Jonathon Power. American junior standout Chris Gordon
is expected to compete in the qualifying rounds.

Thewomen’sdivisionwill feature playersranked in the#10-#30 range and potentially include A merican stars L atashaKhan
and ShabanaKhan, aswell asup-and-comersLily Lorentzen, Meredith Quick and LouisaHall.

The New England Junior Open is expected to attract more than 250 players under the age of nineteen competing in 10
categories. The New England Junior Open is sanctioned by the United States Squash
Racquets Association (USSRA) and managed by the Massachusetts Squash Racquets
Association Junior Committeein partnership with Event Engine, Inc.

The U.S. Open Men’s Squash Championship title is owned by the USSRA and
licensed to Event Engine, Inc., which also producesthe Tournament of Champions, the
Canadian Squash Classic and the British Open Squash Championships.

USSRA CEO KevinKlipstein applaudsthe moveto Harvard University and the expansion of the tournament and adds, “We
think itisvery exciting for the US Open to represent all facets of the game. Thetennis Grand Slams have shown how vital itisto
present together the elite of today and the champions of tomorrow, soitisfitting for the US Open to head in thisdirection. Squash
isgrowing in the US and showing particular strength in school and college play in the New England area.”

Satinder Bajwa, head coach of Men’sand Women's Squash at Harvard University looks forward to November’sfestivities
and says, “ Harvard was one of thefirst collegesto build aworld-class squash facility, and our plansfor anew 250-spectator glass
court make it even better. We are delighted to host the US Open here in November and give hundreds of spectators afirst ook
at the new addition. Furthermore, we are thrilled that our facilities, including the use of the
indoor tennis courts, enable the Open to include both professional women and juniors. These
are two areas the sport needs to concentrate on in order to thrive in the future.”

SquashBusters, an inner city development program for less advantaged and at risk
children, is the tournament’s official charity. SquashBusters provides squash instruction,
academic tutoring, mentoring and community service opportunities to more than 100 Boston I R
school children at its eight-court and classroom facility on the campus of Northeastern Uni-
versity. Many SquashBusters' students will compete in the New England Junior Open.

Tournament sponsorsfor the 2005 U.S. Open Squash Champi onships are expected to include L ehman Brothers; MARSH;
Boston Racquet Club; WBUR 90.9 FM; ClearSource and Dover Rug Company.

CHAMPIONSHIPCOURT SCHEDULE:

Friday, November 4 from 6:00 pm - 10:30 pm, Men’'sFirst Round.

Saturday, November 5from 6:00 p.m. - 10:30 p.m., Men’sFirst Round

Sunday, November 6 from 2:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m., Men’sQuarterfinals

Monday, November 7 from 7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m., Men's& Women's Semifinas
Tuesday, November 8 from 7:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m., Men's& Women'sFinals

Reserved seat tickets will go on sale in June. Information will be available by calling 877.524.5685 or visiting
WWW.Usopensquash.com.
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2005 Doubles Results: The Canadians and U.S. Nationals

The MSRA was well represented in these two national tournaments, customarily the high points of the doubles calendar.
The large number of players entering these events speaks to the activity and esprit de corps of the many doubles players who
play noon, afternoon and evening at both the University and Harvard Clubs.

The Canadian National Championshipswereheld March 4-6 in Montreal . Ten playersjourneyed north to participatein the
various age groups. Conspicuous by her absence was Jessie Chai, afive-time Open champion who retired last season following
her victory inthe World championships. L eading the chargewere Sandy Tierney & Derrick Niederman, newly eligiblefor the
50s and seeded third. They allowed clubmate M alcolm Davidson and Baltimore partner Stan Dorney, winners of the Merion
tournament in January, only ahandful of pointsin aquarterfinal match, then breezed past 2™ seeded Murray & Smith of Toronto.
Inthefinal, they defeated Aziz Khan of the fabled Khan clan and John Boynton to win their first Canadian title.

It'sunusual for teamsfrom the same distant | ocation to meet early in the draw, but thishappened in the 60°'swhen Jim Young
and Chuck K elly drew second-seeded Tom Poor and L enny Bernheimer in the quarterfinals. Thismatch was Tom'sfirst sincea
hip replacement nine months before. Tom and Lenny won in three, then faced Toronto’s Cass Quinn & Molson Robertson,
winners of two major Canadian events this season. Squeezing out three very close overtime games, the University Club pair
moved into the finalsto face Tony Swift and Dave Bogert, the team which had defeated them inthe 2004 final. Down two games
and 12-9 in the third, Tom and L enny somehow won the next six points and the next two gamesto collect their 7" Canadianttitle.

Inthe 70's, Joel K ozol formed anew partnership with Philadelphia's Charlie Stehle and as the second seeds, played L ee
Spelke& Hank Shaw inthe preliminary round robin. Winning in three, they earned aspot in the final s against the top seeded team
of Rober and Logie. Strong gallery support from the Boston contingent was not enough as the Canadians won in three.

Four weeks later, the U.S. National Championshipswere hosted by New York, the site of the 2002 event, but returning in
such ashort timein an effort to draw many of the young playersin the area. That plan was successful, as close to 300 players,
including 20 fromthe M SRA, entered in 12 draws. The event was spread between five clubs, since each club had only one doubles
court. However, all players and guests convened on Saturday evening for a delicious buffet dinner at the University Club.

Berkeley Revenaugh and Mary M cK eg, better known asthe Belknap twinsin squash circles, won two matchesto reach the
finals of the Women's Open. Therethey lost aheartbreaker by two pointsin the fifth to many-time champion AliciaMcConnell,
acoach at the Olympic Training Sitein Colorado Springs, and Poochie Holderfer, a Colombian native who learned doubles at a
community court. Sarah West from Dartmouth was 2™ seeded with partner K atherine Giese of Philadelphia, but was upsetinthe
semi-finalsof the“A” draw.

The Men’sOpen draw featured mostly professionals. Doug L ifford and Pat M alloy, Boston’sranking professional tandem,
lost inthe quartersto aNew York team that was destined for thefinals. Also in the Open draw was Ross Revenaugh, who teamed
with Toronto’s Tyler Millard, losing in the opening round to the second seed. Nick Bar quin and New York’s Mike Sabatine won
around in the brutal “A” 28-team draw. In the 45's, John Nimick was seeded second with top Canadian Jay Gillespie. They
reached the finals where professional Todd Binns (Denver) and his St. Louis partner bested them in four games.

Sandy & Derrick, on the strength of their Canadian victory and their stature as 45's champion in last year’'s Chicago
tournament, were seeded 1% inthe 50's. They cruised to thefinalswhere, ironically, they met Davidson & Dorney, their quarterfinal
victimsin the Canadians. The latter had edged Murray & Smith, who around before had shut out M at Sibble and his Canadian
partner, in five very close games to make the final round. Alas, the result was the same as Sandy & Derrick won the tournament
without theloss of agamefor their second U.S. title. Our lonerepresentativeinthe 55's, Ed Ser ues, paired with former Bostonian
Jay Umansto win around before losing in the quarters.

Poor & Bernheimer were also seeded 1% in the 60's. They advanced with minor difficultiesto the finalswhere the Quinn-
Robertson team awaited. The Canadians directed as many balls as possible to Lenny who, after three days of practice upon his
return from Florida, madethem pay dearly and led theway to afour gamevictory and their 9" U.S. title. Inthe 70's, K ozol & Stehle
lost in the semisto the eventual championsfrom New York, Leonard & Hill, who defeated Spelke & Shaw in the opening round.

MSRA State Doubles Champions

135 playersentered in seven divisions of the state doubles championships. Thefinalswere played on Monday, May 9 at the
University Club. Herearetheresults:

A: Chris Spahr & Will Broadbent def. Doug Lifford & Jamie Fagan: (15-16), 9, 9, (6), 8

B: Josh Greenhill & Nick Barquin def. Rob Dewees& John Pdlfrey: (6), 13, (10), 17-14,9

C: Bob Frazier & Phil McComb def. Matthew Kozol and Joel Kozol: 13, 10, 12

50’'s: Macolm Davidson & Jon Ross def. Tom Poor & Len Bernheimer: 12, 12, 16-15

60's: Jim Young & Joel Kozol def. Tom Poor & Peter Laird: 13, (14), 9, 12

Mixed: Berkeley & RossRevenaugh def. Mary McKee & Doug Lifford: 12, (8), 8, (7), 18-14
Women's: Berkeley Revenaugh & Mary McK ee def. Dianne Smith & Hope Crosier: 8, 16-14,5
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MSRA President’s Award: Eric Cutler

The MSRA President’sAward ismadein recognition of serviceto the M SRA and the squash community at large. For 2005,
thisaward was givento Eric Cutler.

Eric graduated in 1940 from Harvard, where he had been a
championship intercollegiate swimmer. After servinginWorld
War 1l and working in privateindustry, he returned to Harvard,
where he served as Assistant Director of Admissions for sev-
eral years and then asAssistant Director of Athleticsfor many
years. A colleaguein the Admissions Office introduced him to
squash and he has been a dedicated enthusiast ever since.

At Harvard, he coached the junior varsity team for many
years and the women’steam for ashort while. Thereisreason
to believe that, given hisrolesin the Admissions and Athletics
departments and his love of squash, he was responsible for
providing many of the great squash playersthat made Harvard
the dominant intercollegiate squash power of the ‘60s, ‘ 70s,
and 80s.

| | |
Ericisalifemember of both the MSRA and the USSRA. ‘ - '\
; ; i Outgoing MSRA ident Carl C ings (center) ith President’
He charethe SRA C leage (o 35 eague. asthedgerall 2297 L e me vy
captain in the league. He was a long-time patron of the Boston Open. After retiring from Harvard, he helped coach squash at
Nobles & Greenough School when that school’s program was just getting off the ground.

Eric’s most recent contributions to squash may have been his most important. He has been a major supporter of
SquashBusters, asasignificant contributor first to its Building Campaign and then to its Endowment Campaign. SquashBusters
offers opportunity not just to its students but, by introducing squash where it would not otherwise be seen, opportunity for the
gameitself to grow. A contribution to SquashBusters benefits all of us who love the game.

Eric Cutler is agentleman who has been a staunch and generous supporter of squash at every level and in every way for
over 50 years. The MSRA isvery pleased to recognize him with the M SRA’s President’s Award for 2005.

Wellesley Wins the Chaffee Award

by Erin Hurson & Wenjun Jing, Wellesley squash team co-captains

The Clarence C. Chaffee award is given to the college coach whose team has
demonstrated the qualities of competitiveness and court demeanor that character-
ized Clarence C. Chaffee. Inthewordsof Jack Barnaby, Harvard coach and longtime
friend and colleague, “If ever | had afavoriteamongst my rival coachesit had to be
‘Chafe.” Heexemplified that now disappearing type: the gentleman sportsman. Soc-
cer, tennis, squash, skiing—you nameit, Chafewasgood at it and reveled init. His
love of competition, hisunfailing sense of fair play, and the values he and hiswife
exemplified to all his players made him such abeloved coach that hisfame went far
and wideand still flourishestoday. | know | speak for all the coaches of hiserawhen
| pay himtribute: weloved him, too.”

Donated by the Williams women'’s squash team and voted by the coaches of
member institutions, thisaward is given to the coach whose team has demonstrated
the qualities of competitiveness and court demeanor that characterized Clarence C.
Chaffee: sportsmanship, teamwork, character, and improvement. It beganin 1987.

This past February, coach ShonaKerr of the Wellesley College squash team
(and MSRA board member) was honored with the Clarence C. Chaffee Award at the 2004—2005 Women’s National Squash
Championships.

TheWellesley College squash team started the 2004—2005 season with amix of seasoned veterans and many new players.
Theteam bonded quickly, stressing unity and camaraderie from the very beginning. Despite roster fluctuations and many close
losses throughout the season, the team never failed to maintain an optimistic and positive attitude. The Chaffee Award recog-
nizes the team’s dedication to the sport, respect for their opponents, and the ethics of squash. Well(esley) done!

In addition to the Chaffee Award, Shona won the Women’s 5.0 draw and Under 35 draws at the USSRA championships,
which took place in Boston in March. Wellesley’s assistant coach, Szilvi Szombati, won the Women's 3.5 draw at the nationals.
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2005 Ellen Borie Trophy: Dominique Farinaux-Dumas

The Ellen Borie trophy is awarded each year by the MSRA to an individual who has made significant contributions to
women'’s squash and the Massachusetts squash community. Ellen Borie was a graduate student in mathematics at Harvard and
had great squash potential when she waskilled in acar accident in 1970 after being on the Boston squash scene for only ayear
and ahalf. In 1971 an award was named in her honor for the good sports-
manship, potential and spirit she exhibited.

Therecipient of thisyear’sEllen Borie Trophy isDominique Farinaux-
Dumas. Although Dominique has contributed alot to the game of squash,
it isthe spirit and enthusiasm that she displays about the game of squash
that makes her truly stand out. Many of her teammates and compatriotsin
the Women's 2.5 leagues were at the M SRA annual meeting to celebrate
Dominique’saward.

Dominique has certainly contributed a lot to squash in Massachu-
setts:

¢ Captain of the Boston C Howe Cup teamsthelast 5+ years,
including organizing it from Berlin last summer

* Captain of her leagueteam thelast 5+ years, first for Cambridge
Racquet and now for Squashbusters

Ellen Borie Trophy winner Dominique Farinaux-Dumas

° P|ay5in every tournament in the Boston area celebrates with her SquashBusters teammates (L-R) Melissa
. i London, Liz Lambert, Suzi Melotti, and Bernadette Dixon at
¢ Volunteersfor Squashbusters (and now just starting to work there the MSRA Annual Meeting.
aswell)

¢ Volunteers at a variety of other squash events

However, itis Dominique’s spirit and enthusiasm that are contagious and make her truly stand out. Infact, each of thelast
four yearsthis award has been given Dominique has been anominee. Hereiswhat fellow squash players say about Dominique:

¢ “When Dominique started captaining the Cambridge Racquet C team, wetalked on the phone every day. The day of the
match we' d talk morethan once. Theday after the match, 3 or 4 times depending on who won. She knew all of theleague
stats. She knew who was ahead and by how many points. On the day of our match she' d worry about everyone getting
tothe club ontime. Dominiquedidn’t relax until wewere all there, ready to play. No, shewouldn’t relax until we had all
played our matches. No, she'd only relax when we' d al go out for something to eat after the match. No, not really even
then. Because there was next week to start thinking about. That intensity for the game and concern for the playerswent
beyond our little team in Cambridge.”

e “| can't think of anyone who loves squash more. Once Dominique told methat if she could choose what she’d bein a
2nd life, it would beto play professional squash. And whilethe pro tour might not bein her future (at least in thislife) that
does nothing to curb her enthusiasm for the sport.”

* “Youreally get asense of how everyoneloves Dominique when you haveto play against her in atournament. Everyone
isrouting for her and that includes her opponent!”

¢ “Dominique chaseseverything down, literally and metaphorically. She even runs back to the service box after agrueling
point and as she runs back to the service box, she apologizes for having won the point!!! It's hard not to love someone
with that much energy, isdisarmingly polite and self effacing.”

¢ “Sheintroduced meto just about every woman who plays squash in Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore. .. she
knows everyone and remembers their names. She remembers who played who in what tournament, who won and why.
Moresignificant isthat EVERY ONE knows Dominique and in all of theseyears, | have only heard people say positive
things about Dominique.”

¢ “Dominiqueistheultimate squash groupie! She'ssuch alushwhenit comesto PSA players- especialy Thierry Lincou!
And, when there was atop Belgian player, well, she was quite giddy!!”

¢ Squash isaso how Dominique met her husband, Stephane: “Dominique and | started to date through squash. We met
once at her uncle’s and she contacted me afew months|ater to replace her squash partner during his summer vacation.
(She found my phone number in my advisor’s address book while hisfamily was attending Mass!) We played squash.
Dominique was very nervous and | did not understand much of what she was saying during the game. We went for a
drink and then | proposed to play again the following week. After few weeks, | inquired about her squash partner
because | thought that his vacation was very long even by European standards. She called me a name (va-nu-pieds to
be precise) and | realized the partner did not exist. Thiswas 15 years ago. We have always played together since.”

¢ Andthefollowing remark probably sumsit up best: “I know that | am not alonein believing that because of Dominique,
some of us care alittle bit more about winning our squash matches. But more importantly, definitely because of
Dominique all of usin Boston are a closer squash community.”

Thanks to Dominique for all of her contributions to Massachusetts squash!
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Chris Smith Appointed US Junior Men’s Nat’l Team Coach

The USSRA isproud to announce Chris Smith asthe new Head Coach of theUS
Junior Men’s National Team. Chris served the past two years as the Assistant Coach
of the team, helping coach the top playersin the country through local, national, and
international competitions. Chris also organized and coached the team at the US
Junior Olympics, the Scottish Open, British Open, German Open, Dutch Open, theUS
National Championships, Team Trials, and organized various training weekends
throughout the year for the team. All of these eventsled up to the 13th World Junior
Men’'sTeam and I ndividual Championships, whichtook placein Islamabad, Pakistan.
Coach Smith helped lead the US Team to a 14" place finish in the Team World Event.

After returning from Pakistan, Chris went right to work with the next crop of
junior playersdigiblefor the World Championshipsin Palmerston North, New Zealand '\
in July of 2006. Chris hasworked on atwo-year plan for training and preparation as Chris Smith (second from left) with ane of the
well asthe team selection processfor the 12+ candidatesfor Team USA for 2006. Chris  gqyashBusters BU15 teams at the Urban Team
has three fundraising events planned to help the team get to New Zealand; a dinner Nationals in April.
gala, atwo-day squash round robin and golf outing event, and a sports memorabilia
auction. Chris has quickly been able to create avery high level of character and togetherness within the team. Combine Chris
leadership with the hard work that each of the players put into their game every day, and you have the formulafor what hopesto
be Team USA's best finish ever in the World Championships.

Chrisisanative of Newport Rl and agraduate of Tabor Academy. Hewasafour-year letter winner at Hobart College, where
he compiled a47-26 individual record and captained theteam hissenior year. Chrisis currently the Director of Squash Programs
at SquashBusters. He is passionate about growing the game of squash and is a wonderful ambassador for the game.

2005 50+ State Doubles: 2005 State Mixed Doubles:
Finalists: Tom Poor & Lenny Bernheimer Champions: Berkeley Revenaugh & Ross Revenaugh

Finalists: Mary McKee & Doug Lifford
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Carl Cummings (L) handed over the reins of the MSRA . . ik
presidency to Eric Godes at the MSRA Annual Meeting. Editor, MSRA News, slemaire@verizon.net.
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